
HB  6645 

 

Madame Chairs and Members of the Committee: 

 

I am Allen Silberstein, M.D., a retired Radiation Oncologist who was chief 

of the Radiation Therapy Department at Middlesex Hospital in Middletown, 

Connecticut for 37 years. I am testifying in support of Hose Bill 6645, “An 

Act concerning Compassionate Aid in Dying for the Terminally Ill.” 

 

In my years of practice caring almost exclusively for cancer patients, I have 

helped to care for many terminally ill patients. While we as health caregivers 

are much more advanced in providing palliative care and significantly 

making final days more comfortable, we do at times have situations where—

despite our best efforts—we are not successful. We are faced with patients 

who may be experiencing uncontrollable excruciating pain, severe vomiting, 

and other profound symptoms; the patient may be pleading for an end to 

hopeless suffering.  

 

I have modeled my professional life based on the Golden Rule to do for 

others what I would wish for myself. If I were terminally ill with an 

incurable disease and experiencing severe untreatable symptoms that could 

not be relieved, I would hope that there would be a compassionate caregiver 

to provide the assistance I would need to end my suffering.  

 

I ask that you pass this bill and allow physicians the privilege of assisting 

those patients who are in a hopeless situation to end their life with dignity. 
 


